Letter given out by Charlotte Wood Middle School Science Teachers
Choices for High School (HS) science classes: 
This is for San Ramon HS.

If you are going to a different HS, check with the counselors there.

As a freshman, you have 5 choices for science:

1. Take physical/earth science. This is a regular class taken by about half the freshman class. This covers ideas in earth science, chemistry and physics. The chemistry and physics start where we left off in 8th grade science and are not a repeat of this year’s course. The earth science starts where you left off in 6th grade and is at a whole different level.

Prerequisites: None.

Pro: This class counts as credits toward graduation from HS. The course gets you used to HS science, lab techniques and write-ups, and is not the most difficult class for most students. This is the recommended course for most 9th grade students.

Con: This class does not count as a lab science course for college admission. It is not a required class, although the HS recommends it for most 9th graders.

2. Take biology. This is a course regularly taken by 10th and 11th graders, and about a quarter of the freshman class. This class is recommended to take in 11th grade, after taking chemistry in 10th grade. This is a change to the SRVHS recommendations from previous years.

Prerequisites: To get into biology you must have (for all semester grades) an A in science, an A in English, and an A in algebra 1B, or at least a B in advanced English, and at least a B in geometry. Notice that you have to have completed algebra 1B to take this course. There are no entry exams or teacher recommendations. Most students who don’t meet the requirements are not successful taking biology in 9th grade and have to repeat the class. You can take this class as an 11th grader with at least a C in chemistry and at least a C in algebra 1B.

Pro: Takes care of one of your two lab science requirements for college.

Con: Challenging course to take in 9th grade. There are lots of adjustments to the new HS style for science lab techniques and write-ups.

3. Take chemistry. This is not recommended for future science majors who are expected to take honors chemistry in 10th grade. SRVHS has changed their recommendations from previous years, and is now recommending taking algebra 1B and physical/earth science in 9th grade, then chemistry in 10th grade, and biology in 11th grade.

Prerequisites: To get into this course as a freshman, you should have (for all semester grades) an A in algebra 1B, or at least a B in geometry, and at least a B in science and English. Notice that you have to have completed algebra 1B to take this course. There are no entry exams or teacher recommendations. There are different prerequisites to take this course in 10th, 11th, or 12th grades.

Pro: Takes care of one of your two lab science requirements for college.

Con: Difficult course to take in 9th grade. There are lots of adjustments to the new HS style for science lab techniques and write-ups.

4. Take accelerated biology with research. This is a course taken only by 9th and 10th graders. Students in this course are thinking about careers in the fields of science, are dedicated to research and don’t mind challenging work. There is a small reading assignment over the summer before the class, and a research/science-fair project during the school year. Most students in this course will go on to take AP biology in 11th or 12th grade.

Prerequisites: To get into this course as a 9th grader, you have to meet all the requirements for biology as a 9th grader.

Pro: Fantastic opportunity for dedicated, science-minded students to interact with science in a real-world setting. This takes care of one of your two lab science requirements for college.

Con: Challenging class. There are lots of adjustments to the new HS style for science lab techniques and write-ups.

(over, please)

5. Take no science class in 9th grade. About a quarter of the freshmen don’t take science in 9th grade. SRVHS does not recommend skipping science in 9th grade.

Pro: Frees your schedule up for another elective.

Con: Doesn’t allow you to get used to the way the science department works in HS. This makes the transition into chemistry in 10th grade very difficult.

Science courses offered:

Life science (for those who don’t pass Algebra IB), doesn’t count for college but does count for HS graduation credits Biology, accelerated biology with research, and AP biology Honors Microbiology Anatomy/physiology Physical/Earth science - doesn’t count for college but does count for HS graduation credits Chemistry, honors chemistry, and AP chemistry Physics and honors physics

Freshmen can either take a 6-period day (8:30-3:10) or a 7-period day (7:30-3:10). Taking a 7-period day allows for one more elective as a freshman. This may change depending on the state budget.

Note that none of the freshman science classes require a CW science teacher’s signature.

If you want to take biology or chemistry, but do not meet the prerequisites (for example, you are currently taking algebra 1A) you can have your parents sign you into biology or chemistry with a waiver. To file a waiver, your parent must meet with science department chair Mrs. Groch, who will be available at SRVHS in room S-4 from 3:15 to 4:15 on March 31st, April 1st, and April 3rd. Email her to let her know you are coming.

(rgroch@srvhs.org)  If you want to take chemistry, but have not yet taken algebra 1B then Mrs. Groch will probably not sign your waiver.

Students are not permitted to take algebra 1B over the summer to meet any requirements.

All schedule request (and health) forms must be turned in on April 3rd and 4th, when the SRVHS counselors will return to your history classes. This is during our conference week, so that periods 1, 2, and 3 will meet 4/4, and periods 4, 5, 7, and 8 will meet 4/3.

